THE    LAST   DAYS    OF   THE    WAR

dissensions. When one of those present asked me how I could
explain the conduct of General Miaja, who had won so much
sympathy among progressive circles in Great Britain, I replied
that I preferred to forget his recent attitude and to remember
only his two years spent in the defence of Madrid.

In England, as in France, everybody suddenly realized the
tremendous mistake which had been made in allowing Germany
and Italy to convert Spain into one of their zones of influence,
and the repercussions that their Spanish victory would have on
the whole of European politics, especially in the Mediterranean.
Only a few hours before, the German threat to Roumania had
once again increased the general tension and had banished the
last illusion of Munich. It was no doubt with this in mind that,
after I had finished speaking and answering questions, a Con-
servative member made the following disconcerting enquiry:
"Don't you think, Senor del Vayo," he asked, "that Madrid and
the rest of Republican Spain could still be saved if France and
England sent out sufficient forces immediately?" "I'm afraid,"
was my reply, "that it is now just a little too late."
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